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BIO SKETCHES OF COMMISSIONERS
Co-Chairs:

HOWARD H. BAKER, JR. Formerly U.S. Senator (R - TN)

Senator Howard H. Baker has been identified as a “great conciliator” for his cooperative leadership style and keen legislative skills, serving that role successfully for 18 years beginning in 1967 in the U.S. Senate from Tennessee, when he was elected with bi-partisan support as the first Republican Senator since reconstruction.  His political career is distinguished by roles as Senate Minority Leader (1976-80) and Majority Leader (1981-85).  Baker served as White House Chief of Staff to Ronald Reagan in 1987-88 and Ambassador to Japan during 2001-2005.  His U.S. Presidential primary bid in 1980 was unsuccessful.  Senator Baker in cooperation with Senator Muskie wrote important air and water quality legislation during the environmental heyday of the 1970s; he also provided the vision for auto emission standards.  His legislative feats and problem solving were the result of personal experience, philosophy, and expertise. Multiple honors have been bestowed on him: the Presidential Medal of Freedom in 1984 and the Jefferson Award for Greatest Public Service performed by an elected or appointed public official, and honorary degrees from Yale University, Dartmouth College, Georgetown University, Bradley University, and others.  Baker’s life was about politics, being the son of two parents who served in the House of Representatives, and marrying into political families: his first wife as daughter to Illinois Senator Everett Dirksen and his current wife former Kansas Senator Nancy Landon Kassebaum whose father Alf Landon ran for the Presidency.  Notwithstanding his political prowess, Baker is also recognized for his photography skills; i.e., the American Society of Photographers International Award in 1993.  Baker is Senior Counsel on public policy with the law firm Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell, and Berkowitz, PC, the firm his grandfather founded and where his father practiced before him.  He is Citi Senior Advisor and serves on several boards, including the Forum of International Policy and Museum of Appalachian Foundation; he is an International Counselor for the Center for Strategic and International Studies.  He has authored four books.

J. BENNETT JOHNSTON, Formerly U.S. Senator (D - LA)
Senator J. Bennett Johnston’s political career spanned 32 years, including 24 years in the United States Senate. As a member of the Senate Committee on Energy and Natural Resources from its creation and as its Chairman and Ranking Member for much of his time in office, Johnston was either directly or indirectly responsible for all energy and natural resources legislation considered by the Congress between 1973 and 1996. Under his Chairmanship, the Committee legislated a dramatic expansion in the number of national parks and wildlife refuges throughout the United States. Johnston actively promoted the expansion of the nation’s national refuges and parks including the creation of nine National Wildlife Refuges, the preservation of more than 120,000 acres of valuable Louisiana inland wetlands, and the establishment of three national parks in Louisiana:  the Jean Lafitte National Park and Preserve, the New Orleans Jazz National Historical Park and the Cane River Creole National Historical Park that honors the oldest settlement in the Louisiana Purchase.  Johnston also served on the Senate Appropriations Committee and the Appropriations Subcommittee on the Interior that has jurisdiction over the budget for the National Park Service.  He was a strong supporter of funding for the Land and Water Conservation Fund, the Historic Preservation Fund as well as national parks operating and maintenance budgets.  Following his Senate retirement in 1996, Senator Johnston formed Johnston & Associates, LLC, a professional government relations consulting firm.  Johnston serves on the Board of Freeport-McMoRan Copper & Gold, Inc. and the Asia Universal Bank.  Bennett and Mary Johnston live in McLean, Virginia, and spend most weekends at Bear Top, their home in Rappahannock County, Virginia, adjacent to the Shenandoah National Park.  The Johnstons have four adult children and ten grandchildren.  Their sons, Bennett and Hunter, worked at Yosemite National Park during the summers while they were college students.
Commissioners:

LINDA BILMES, MBA, Professor, Public Policy, Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government; and Former Assistant Secretary and Chief Financial Officer, US Department of Commerce

Professor Linda J. Bilmes is widely considered one of the leading experts in US budgeting and public finance. She has held several senior positions in government, including Assistant Secretary and Chief Financial Officer of the US Department of Commerce and US Representative to several high-ranking commissions, including an international audit of the Inter-American Investment Corporation. Bilmes is a full-time faculty member at the Harvard Kennedy School, where she teaches budgeting and public finance. She also conducts Harvard’s budgeting workshops for newly-elected Mayors and Members of Congress and runs a program to assist local communities. Bilmes is co-author (with Joseph Stiglitz) of the New York Times bestseller The Three Trillion Dollar War: The True Cost of the Iraq Conflict and co-author (with Scott Gould) of The People Factor: Strengthening America by Investing in Public Service. She has written extensively on financial and budgetary issues in newspapers, magazines and academic journals.  Bilmes has appeared on many national broadcasts, including the NewsHour with Jim Lehrer, CNN "World News Tonight", "In the Money", the "The Lou Dobbs Show", CBS Evening News, "Democracy Now", NPR's "Fresh Air", "All Things Considered", "Here and Now", and "On Point".  Bilmes was previously a principal with The Boston Consulting Group, where she focused on transition to market-based democracy in Eastern Europe and Russia. Bilmes is the recipient of the 2008 "Speaking Truth to Power" Award from the American Friends Service Committee. She holds a BA, MA and MBA from Harvard University.

JAMES BLANCHARD, Former Governor of Michigan; Former U.S. Representative (D - MI); Former U.S. Ambassador to Canada

Governor James Blanchard joined the law firm of DLA Piper as Co-Chair of the Government Affairs Practice Group upon the conclusion of his duties as United States Ambassador to Canada from May 1993 to April, 1996. In recognition of his outstanding performance, Secretary of State Warren Christopher presented Governor Blanchard with the Foreign Affairs Award for Public Service in a ceremony at the Department of State, making him one of only a handful of ambassadors to receive this prestigious award.  Mr. Blanchard served two terms as governor of Michigan (1983-1991) and four terms as a member of the United States Congress (1975-1983).  Governor Blanchard was assistant attorney general of Michigan (1969-1974). As Governor, Mr. Blanchard won national acclaim for his innovative approaches to environmental protection, among other areas.  U.S. News and World Report listed Jim Blanchard as an innovator and energizer who made things work in an era of declining federal aid. He serves on the Advisory Board of the Institute of Law and Politics and the University of Minnesota Law School, where he received his J.D.  He has an MBA and BA from Michigan State University.

MILTON CHEN, PhD, Executive Director, The George Lucas Educational Foundation

Dr. Milton Chen is executive director of The George Lucas Educational Foundation (GLEF), a non-profit operating foundation that utilizes its multimedia website (edutopia.org), award-winning magazine, and documentary films to communicate what works in public education. Edutopia media emphasize the importance of authentic learning experiences for children, such as connecting with nature and environmental and historical issues through the National Parks.  Prior to joining GLEF, he was the founding director of the KQED Center for Education (PBS) in San Francisco, director of research at  Sesame Workshop in New York, and an assistant professor at the Harvard Graduate School of Education.  Milton chairs the advisory council for the Fred Rogers Center for Early Learning and Children's  Media at St. Vincent College and is a trustee of the Golden Gate National Parks Conservancy. His work has been honored by the Congressional Black Caucus, the Elmo Award from Sesame Workshop, and the Fred Rogers Award from the Corporation for Public Broadcasting.  In 2007-08, he joined a group of 35 Fulbright New Century Scholars working on innovation, access, and diversity issues in education.  Milton received an A.B. in social studies from Harvard College and a Ph.D. in communication research from Stanford University. Perhaps most importantly, on his 50th birthday, George Lucas named him a Jedi Master.

RITA COLWELL, PhD, Distinguished Professor, University of Maryland College Park and

Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health; Senior Advisor and Chairman Emeritus, Canon U. S. Life Sciences; President, CosmosID, Inc.
Professor Rita Colwell is a nationally-respected scientist and educator and Professor at the University of Maryland at College Park and at Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health and Chairman of Canon US Life Sciences, Inc.  She is currently developing an international network to address emerging infectious diseases and water issues.  Dr. Colwell is a member of the National Academy of Sciences and many national and foreign professional societies and President of the American Institute of Biological Sciences.  Dr. Colwell was the 11th Director of the National Science Foundation, 1998-2004, and Co-chair of its Committee on Science of the National Science and Technology Council.  One of her major interests includes K-12 and graduate science and mathematics education and increased participation of women and minorities in science and engineering.   She has held US government advisory positions, such as President, American Association for the Advancement of Science.  Dr. Colwell has also been awarded 48 honorary degrees from institutions of higher education and is the recipient of the Order of the Rising Sun, bestowed by the Emperor of Japan, and the 2006 National Medal of Science awarded by the President of the United States.  Colwell has been recognized for her work in Antarctica.  She has authored/co-authored 17 books, over 700 scientific publications, and produced the award-winning film, Invisible Seas.  Dr. Colwell's Purdue University degrees include a B.S. in Bacteriology and an M.S. in Genetics; her Ph.D. in Oceanography is from the University of Washington.  
SYLVIA EARLE, PhD Explorer-in-Residence at the National Geographic Society; Co-Founder and Chairman, Deep Ocean Exploration & Research (DOER); Former Chief Scientist, National Oceanographic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)

Sylvia A. Earle is an oceanographer and explorer-in-residence at the National Geographic Society. Today, Sylvia Earle is the best-known woman marine scientist on the planet.  Among other accomplishments, she has walked untethered on the sea floor at a lower depth than any other human being. Earle was Curator of Phycology at the California Academy of Sciences (1979-1986) and a Research Associate at the University of California Berkeley during the 1970s, Radcliff Institute Scholar in the late 1960s and Research Fellow or Associate at Harvard University (1967-1981). From 1980 to 1984 she served on the President's Advisory Committee on Oceans and Atmosphere.  During 1990-92, she was appointed as Chief Scientist of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), after which she founded Deep Ocean Exploration and Research (D O E R), to design, operate, support and consult on manned and robotic sub sea systems, making it possible for scientists to maneuver at depths that defied all previously existing technology.  Dr. Earle has a B.S. degree from Florida State University, M.S. and PhD. from Duke University and honorary degrees from numerous institutes and universities. During her career, Sylvia Earle married and raised three children, some of whom have worked side by side with her at Deep Ocean Engineering.  
JOHN FAHEY, President and Corporate Executive Officer, National Geographic Society

John Fahey is president and chief executive officer of the National Geographic and chairman of the executive committee of its board of trustees.  Fahey had been chairman, president and chief executive officer of Time Life Inc., a wholly owned subsidiary of Time Warner Inc.  Previously, he was executive vice president and chief operating officer of Time Life Books.  Fahey is on the board of directors of the Jason Foundation for Education, Johnson Outdoors Inc., Exclusive Resorts, Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, a member of the Newseum Advisory Committee, and a representative to US National Commission for UNESCO.  Born in New York City, Fahey received his bachelor’s degree in engineering from Manhattan College and his master’s in business administration from the University of Michigan.  Fahey has been selected as one of Advertising Age’s top 100 marketers and by Irish American magazine as one of the top 100 Irish Americans.

BELINDA FAUSTINOS, Executive Director, San Gabriel & Lower Los Angeles Rivers & Mountains Conservancy
Belinda Faustinos has served as Executive Officer of the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers and Mountains Conservancy (Rivers and Mountains Conservancy - RMC) since 2002.  She is also a board member of the Los Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers Watershed Council, California State Audubon, and serves in an ex-officio board member for the Amigos de los Rios and the Latino Urban Forum.  In her capacity as Executive Officer of the RMC, which has a territory including 68 cities and over 1,600 square miles in the San Gabriel and Lower Los Angeles Rivers Watersheds, Faustinos has administered over $100 million in state grant funds.  The primary charge of the Rivers and Mountains Conservancy is to acquire and manage public lands within the watersheds, providing for open space, low impact recreational and educational uses, water conservation, watershed improvements, wildlife and habitat restoration and protection.  RMC’s collaborative relationship with several joint powers agencies including the Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority, the Watershed Conservation Authority and the San Gabriel River Discovery Center have served to develop innovative solutions to complex open space, environmental education and restoration projects. Ms. Faustinos has also been a leader in development of the Greater Los Angeles County Integrated Regional Watershed Management Plan.  She obtained her bachelor's degree from Pitzer College, taken post graduate courses, and received honors and certificates of recognition from several federal, state, and local legislators. Having grown up in East Los Angeles, she now lives in the San Gabriel Valley with her husband and three sons. 

VICTOR H. FAZIO, JR., Former U.S. Congressman (D - CA); Former California State Assemblyman


Vic Fazio is a Sr. Advisor with the law firm Akin, Gump, Strauss, Hauer & Feld, LLP where he provides counsel in wide-ranging public policy and government relations areas.  As a distinguished public servant, he served in the House of Representatives from 1979 to 1999 where he was a House Appropriations Committee subcommittee chairman and ranking member for 18 years.  He was also vice chair of the Democratic Caucus from 1989 to 1994, and the House chairman, and majority whip at charge.  He was a regional representative on the Democratic Steering and Policy Committee.  During the early 1990s, he chaired the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee.  His political skills were honed during 1966 to 1975 as a congressional and legislative consultant.  He began as a senior assistant to the speaker of the California General Assembly, where he later served as a delegate from 1975 to 1978.  His efforts in Congress to preserve wetlands were rewarded by the establishment in 1997 of the Vic Fazio Wildlife Refuge, which provides a valuable winter habitat and fall and spring stop-over location for waterfowl and shore birds.  His background in journalism as an undergraduate at Union College in New York and political interests led in 1970 to his co-founding the California Journal, a periodical covering state government and politics.

CAROLYN FINNEY, PhD, Assistant Professor, Environmental Science, Policy, and Management, University of California, Berkeley 


Carolyn Finney is a professor in the department of Environmental Science, Policy, and Management at University of California, Berkeley.  Her research explores how difference, identity, representation, and power play a significant role in determining how people negotiate their daily lives in relation to the environment. Although Carolyn pursed an acting career for eleven years, a backpacking trip around the world and living in Nepal changed the course of her life. Motivated by these experiences, Carolyn earned a B.A., focusing on women and development in Kenya and an M.A. in international development.  She recently completed her Ph.D. in geography at Clark University in Massachusetts and is a Canon National Parks Science Scholarship recipient. Her dissertation research explored cultural and environmental encounters in the U.S, highlighting how they are gendered and racialized.  Working with other individuals, community groups, and environmental organizations, her research seeks to broaden our understanding of African Americans and environment interactions by exploring how the attitudes and beliefs of African Americans are influenced by racialized constructions and representations, informing how African Americans participate in the use and management of public lands. As a Fulbright fellow, she has also researched the impacts of tourism and modernization on Nepalese women and the environment. Last year, she was a Newhouse/Mellon postdoctoral fellow at Wellesley College in Massachusetts in Environmental Studies and Humanities. She’s presently working on her first book manuscript, Black Faces, White Spaces: African Americans and the Great Outdoors.

DENIS GALVIN, Former Deputy Director, National Park Service 
Deny joined the National Park Service in 1963 as a civil engineer at Sequoia National Park.  Subsequent assignments saw him serving as an engineer at Mount Rainier National Park, in the Park Services’ Southwest Regional Office, as a training specialist at Grand Canyon National Park and as a management assistant at the New York District Office.  In 1974 when a new NPS Regional Office was opened in Boston, Deny became Associate Regional Director for Operations; 2 years later, he became Deputy Director for that region.  He transferred to Denver, Colorado in 1978 where he became manager of the Denver Service Center.  In 1985 Deny was selected as Deputy Director of the National Park Service and in 1989 he was named Associate Director for Planning and Development.  In September 1997, Deny accepted a re-assignment as Deputy Director.  He retired from the National Park Service in January 2002.  He is a National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) Board Member.  A South Boston native, Deny is a 1960 engineering graduate of Northeastern University.  His wife, Martha, is an artist and teacher with a fine art degree from the Corcoran Museum.  They have two children, Eileen and Denis.

MARIA HINOJOSA, Senior Correspondent, NPR; Anchor & Managing Editor, NPR’s Latino USA; Formerly News Correspondent for CNN

Maria Hinojosa has over 20 years of experience as an award-winning journalist and Mexican-American author of Raising Raul: Adventures Raising Myself and My Son and Crews: Gang Members Talk with Maria Hinojosa.  For the past three years, she has been a Senior Correspondent for PBS’s NOW program.  Formerly urban affairs correspondent for CNN, Hinojosa serves as Anchor and Managing Editor of NPR’s Latino USA, which provides weekly national programming on Latino news and culture. Also, Hinojosa hosts her own show One on One with Maria Hinojosa for WGBH-TV in Boston and just received an Emmy this year for her show. Of the many awards and honors received, she shows her versatility and skill in the recognition by the Oversea’s Press Club and the Edward R. Murrow Award for Best TV Documentary — Child Brides: Stolen Lives about the harsh reality of child marriage in India, Niger, and Guatemala.  Other groups or awards recognizing her for outstanding journalism include the National Council of La Raza, Working Mothers’ Magazine, Hispanic Business Magazine, an Emmy recognition from the Academy of Arts and Sciences, Hispanic Organization of Latin Actors, and the Robert F. Kennedy Journalism Award (modeled after the Pulitzer). 

SALLY JEWELL, Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Recreational Equipment, Inc (REI) 
Sally Jewell is president and CEO of REI, the nation's largest consumer cooperative with 3.5 million active members, providing gear and clothing for human powered outdoor recreation.  REI has 100 stores in 27 states, and an award-winning website, REI.com. Its commitment to outdoor stewardship is reflected in its support of many non-profit organizations, including service projects in 2007 where over 260,000 people donated 2.1 million volunteer service hours on public lands.  The co-op supports organizations that encourage outdoor recreation and engaging children with nature.  In 2007, its Promotion Environmental Awareness in Kids, or PEAK program, reached over 140,000 children. REI has been consistently recognized by Fortune Magazine as one of the "100 Best Companies to Work For in America".  Jewell is a founding board member of the Mountains to Sound Greenway Trust, dedicated to enhancing the long-term environmental health and economic vitality of the I-90 corridor from Puget Sound across the Cascade Mountains.  She is also on the University of  Washington Board of Regents, and the boards of the National Parks Conservation Association, the Retail Industry Leaders Association and the Initiative for Global Development, a coalition of business leaders working to end global poverty.  Jewell joined REI as Chief Operating Officer in 2000, after serving on its Board of Directors for four years. Her prior career spanned nearly 20 years in the commercial banking industry and time as an engineer for Mobil Oil Corporation in Oklahoma and Colorado.  Jewell graduated from the University of Washington with a mechanical engineering degree and enjoys playing outdoors with her family.
TONY KNOWLES, Former Governor of Alaska, Former Mayor of Anchorage, and Former Chairman of The Western Governor’s Association

Tony Knowles served as Governor of Alaska from 1994 – 2002. In addition to his efforts for jobs, children, and education, Knowles protected and promoted the state’s three million acre park system.  He created a statewide trail system planning and development effort.  Additionally, Knowles led efforts for state scientific and ecosystem based management of fish and wildlife resources, while working closely with federal agencies. He fought for Alaska Native subsistence rights and state recognition of tribal rights.  Prior public service included two terms as Mayor of Anchorage, service on the Anchorage Assembly, and the Pew Oceans Commission from 2000-2003.  As Mayor, he established the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail, which was named in recognition of his efforts and has been designated part of the national trail system.  Previously in restaurant and property development businesses, Knowles is now working with the George Kaiser Family Foundation to initiate the National Energy Policy Institute.  He served in the U.S. Army including a tour in Vietnam and graduated from Yale University with a degree in economics.  Tony and Susan have three grown children. 

STEPHEN H. LOCKART, MD, PhD, Chairman of the Board, Yosemite National Institutes;

Medical Director, Surgical Services California Pacific Medical Center 

Stephen Lockhart, MD, PhD is an anesthesiologist and the Medical Director, Surgical Services at California Pacific Medical Center.  A Rhodes scholar, he obtained his Masters degree in Economics from Oxford University.  He later attended Cornell University where he completed his MD and PhD degrees.  He moved to California in 1986 for post-graduate training at UCSF where he joined the faculty.  In 1991 he accepted a position at California Pacific Medical Center.  During the past 20 years, he has been very involved in issues of health disparities, social justice in medicine and mentorship of at-risk youth.  His involvement with Yosemite National Institutes (YNI) began 12 years ago as a parent of a student in the field science program.  More recently he has enjoyed serving on the Board of Directors.  An avid climber and backpacker, YNI encompasses his long standing passion for the environment, education, mentorship of young people, and love of the National Parks.   As an African American, he also holds a passion for offering environmental science education to a diverse population of students.  Lockhart lives in Oakland with his wife Karen, a nurse, and their younger daughter Anna.

GRETCHEN LONG, MBA, Former Chairs, Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies; the National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS); and the Greater Yellowstone Coalition

Over the last twenty years Gretchen has had the honor of serving as Chair of Boards of Trustees with several leading conservation related organizations.  She served as a trustee and four year Chair of National Parks Conservation Association (NPCA) from 1996-2005 and now continues as Trustee Emeritus. She is a former Chair of the Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies (1993-2000) and now Honorary Trustee; she is the past trustee and chair of the National Outdoor Leadership School (NOLS) (1993-2000); and she is the past trustee and Chair of the Greater Yellowstone Coalition (1988-1996). She served for eighteen years with Environmental Defense and was Vice Chair. Other prior board affiliations include the Community Service Society, the Alan Guttmacher Institute, the Rails to Trails Conservancy, the Teton Sciences Schools and the Murie Center. In the eighties she was Vice Chair of the Better Business Bureau of New York, and on the board of the Association of Executive Search Consultants. In order to focus on her conservation interests, in 1990 Gretchen completed her work as a Managing Director of Haskell and Stern, New York based executive search consultants. Having raised a family of three children, in 1993 she moved to Wyoming and currently divides her time between west and east. She is a graduate of the Harvard Business School.  In addition to NPCA, her current board assignments are with World Resources Institute, Land Trust Alliance, and Scenic Hudson.

JAMES MCPHERSON, PhD, George Henry Davis '86 Professor of American History Emeritus, Princeton University; Pulitzer Prize Winner

James McPherson is the George Henry Davis '86 Professor of American History at Princeton —an affiliation that has lasted since 1962.  James McPherson is the Pulitzer prize-winning author of Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era.  This book was noteworthy for combining the complexities of the war while maintaining a narrative that makes it appealing to the American public and for reinvigorating interest in the civil war.  McPherson's first fascination with the Civil War and in particular abolitionism that propelled Abe Lincoln to the presidency and social reforms began as a graduate student in 1958 under the mentorship of C. Vann Woodward at Johns Hopkins University, which granted him a PhD.  As a crusader for preservation, he was appointed in 1991 by the United States Senate to the Civil War Sites Advisory Commission, which determined the major battle sites, evaluated their conditions, and then recommended strategies for their preservation.  McPherson believes that the role of historian is to cut through some of the myths people have about themselves to get closer to some form of reality.  He is married and has one daughter.

GARY B. NASH, PhD, Emeritus Professor of History, University of California, Los Angeles
  
Professor Nash is a well-recognized social historian and influence on history teaching.  He received his BA and PhD degrees from Princeton University.  A UCLA professor since 1966, he co-chaired the National History Standards Project, where 31 organizations reached a consensus on providing a blueprint for teaching U.S. and World history to young people (published in 1994 and revised in 1996).  He has published widely on Colonial and Revolutionary American History with special attention to ordinary Americans, including women, African Americans, and Native Americans.  His expansive view of history is reflected in his authorship or co-authorship of eighteen books (and an additional ten history textbooks for K-8 students) and many book chapters, articles, reviews, and op-ed essays.  Several recent books are The Unknown American Revolution: The Unruly Birth of Democracy and the Struggle to Create American  (2005) and The Forgotten Fifth: African Americans in the Age of Revolution (2006). "Lights of Liberty," a sound and light show on revolutionary Philadelphia, benefited from his historical consultancy and writing.  He is a founding member of the National Council for History Education Board of Trustees. Some past positions include UCLA Dean of Undergraduate and Intercollege Curricular Development; President of the Organization of American Historians. He has served on numerous editorial, faculty, and other advisory boards and committees.  Nash is an elected member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American Philosophical Society, the American Antiquarian Society, and the Society of American Historians.  He has worked with the National Park Service on projects and review boards and recently received an NPS public service award.  
SANDRA DAY O’CONNOR, Associate Justice (Ret.), Supreme Court of the United States 

Justice Sandra Day O'Connor retired as an associate justice on the United States Supreme Court. Nominated to the court by President Reagan, she took the oath of office on September 25, 1981. O'Connor was previously appointed to the Arizona Court of Appeals by Governor Bruce Babbitt (1979-1981), and served as judge of the Maricopa County Superior Court in Phoenix, Arizona (1975-1979). She served as Arizona state senator in 1969 and subsequently reelected to two two-year terms (1969-1975) and was assistant attorney general in Arizona (1965-1969).  O'Connor serves as Chancellor of the College of William and Mary, on the board of trustees of the Rockefeller Foundation, the executive board of the Central European and Eurasian Law Initiative, and the American Bar Association Museum of Law board of directors. She was previously president and member of the board of trustees of The Heard Museum in Phoenix, Arizona; member of the board of directors and secretary of the Arizona Academy; member of the Board of Junior Achievement, Arizona; member of the board of directors of the Phoenix Historical Society; member of the Colonial Williamsburg Foundation; and member of the Cathedral Chapter of the Washington National Cathedral.  O'Connor is a member of the American Bar Association, State Bar of Arizona, State Bar of California, Maricopa County Bar Association, Arizona Judges' Association, National Association of Women Judges, and Arizona Women Lawyers' Association. She holds a B.A. (with Great Distinction) and an LL.B. (Order of the Coif) from Stanford University, where she was a member of the board of editors of the Stanford Law Review.

ROB PORTMAN, Former Director of the Office of Management and Budget

Rob Portman has served in the highest levels of federal government.  He was on the White House Staff during the first Bush Administration.  He later represented Southwest Ohio for 12 years as a U.S. Congressman, winning each election with at least 70 percent of the vote.  More recently, he served in the Cabinet - first as U.S. Trade Representative and later as Director of the Office of Management and Budget.  He was unanimously confirmed for both roles by the United States Senate.  As White House Budget Director, he focused on bipartisan outreach and delivering results for taxpayers, proposing the first balanced budget in nearly a decade and increasing openness and transparency on earmarks, government contracts and federal spending.  Among the new plans included in the federal budget during his tenure was the National Parks Centennial Initiative in an effort to preserve our  environment and national treasures.  During his time in Congress and the Cabinet, Rob and his wife Jane kept their home in Ohio.  After commuting back and forth to Washington, DC for more than 14 years, Rob left OMB in August, 2007 to be in Ohio full time with his family.  Rob Portman is Of Counsel with the Ohio law firm of Squire, Sanders and Dempsey L.L.P. and teaches a public policy class at Ohio State University.  He serves on the Board of The Nature Conservancy and the Board of Advisors at the International Conservation Caucus Foundation.

TIMOTHY J. ROEMER, PhD, Former U.S. Representative (OH-D) and President, Center for National Policy
From the floor of the U.S. Congress to the chambers of the 9/11 Commission, Tim Roemer has dedicated his professional career to strengthening national security and improving education in America.  Since leaving Congress in 2003, Roemer has continued to work on developing ways to strengthen national security as President of the Center for National Policy.   As Congressman from the Third District of Indiana (1991-2003), Roemer was recognized for his successful leadership on legislation that helped improve America’s competitiveness by balancing the federal budget, reforming elementary and secondary public education and improving the affordability of higher education.  As a Distinguished Scholar at the Mercatus Center at George Mason University, Roemer works with Members of Congress and staff to improve public policy outcomes by teaching on the legislative branch and policy analysis.  He previously served on the board of the Trust for Historic Preservation. He holds a PhD in American Government from the University of Notre Dame. Roemer also earned his MA from Notre Dame and received his B.A. from the University of California, San Diego.  Tim Roemer married Sally Johnston in 1989 and they have four children.
JERRY L. ROGERS, Former Associate Director for Cultural Resources and Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places National Park Service 

Jerry L. Rogers holds degrees in history from Texas Tech University, where he was Director of the Ranching Heritage Center and Executive Director of the Ranching Heritage Association.  After joining the National Park Service in 1964 he held several key positions, becoming Associate Director for Cultural Resources and Keeper of the National Register of Historic Places before retiring in 2001.  The National Historic Preservation Act gave him a comprehensive perspective on “cultural ecosystems” that exist not only in parks but also under myriad public and private stewardship.  Preserving a national cultural heritage that ranges from urban neighborhoods to remote landscapes requires visionary leadership that provides carefully developed and cooperatively managed incentives and systems for achieving quality results without inhibitive controls.  He represented the Secretary of the Interior on the Board of Trustees of the National Trust for Historic Preservation; the Lowell, Massachusetts Historic Preservation Commission; the Federal Council on the Arts and Humanities; and honed his vision for the 21st century as Chair of Discovery 2000: the National Park Service General Conference.  Since retirement he has been a Board member and President of the New Mexico Heritage Preservation Alliance, where he advanced such innovative concepts as the cultural resource values of La Bajada Escarpment, The Waters of New Mexico, and the New Mexico Night Sky.  He is active with the Coalition of National Park Service Retirees and is a volunteer site steward for The Archaeological Conservancy.  He is greatly aided by the organizational development skills of his wife Nancy Burgas.

PETER M. SENGE, PhD, Senior Lecturer, Sloan School of Management, Massachusetts Institute of Technology and Founding Chair of the Society of Organizational Learning

Peter Senge is a senior lecturer at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology and founding chair of the SoL (Society for Organizational Learning) Council.   He is the author of The Fifth Discipline: The Art and Practice of the Learning Organization, co-author

of the three related fieldbooks, Presence: An Exploration of Profound Change in People, Society, and Organizations and most recently, The Necessary Revolution: How Individuals and Organizations are Working Together to Create a Sustainable World. Peter lectures throughout the world about decentralizing the role of leadership in organizations to enhance the capacity of all people to work toward healthier human systems.

W. RICHARD WEST, Esq, Founding Director Emeritus, National Museum of the American Indian
Rick West, attorney and member of the Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribes of Oklahoma, was the founding director of the Smithsonian’s National Museum of the American Indian from which he recently retired.  Previously, he was a partner in the Washington, D.C., office of Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson, and, subsequently, in the Indian-owned Albuquerque law firm of Gover, Stetson, Williams & West, P.C.  Rick currently serves on the Board of Trustees, Ford Foundation; Board of Trustees, Stanford University; Board of Trustees, Kaiser Family Foundation; Board of Directors, American Indian Resources Institute; Board of Directors, National Conservation Systems Foundation; Board of Directors, International Council of Museums of Conscience; Executive Council and Vice President, International Council of Museums; and NPCA.  He earned a B.A. in American History from the University of Redlands in 1965, an M.A. in American History from Harvard University in 1968, and a law degree from Stanford University in 1971.  He is married to the former Mary Beth Braden, who is an attorney and deputy assistant Secretary of State for Oceans and Fisheries with Ambassadorial rank.  They have two children, Amy and Ben.

MARGARET WHEATLEY, EdD, Board President Emerita and Management Consultant on Organizational Behavior, Berkana Institute

Margaret Wheatley writes, teaches, and speaks about how we might organize and accomplish our work in chaotic times.   She invites us to attend to the quality of our relationships to weather the increasing turbulence.  She knows that whatever the problem, community is the answer.  She is co-founder and President Emerita of The Berkana Institute, a charitable global foundation that connects and supports pioneering, life-affirming leaders around the world who strengthen their communities by working with the wisdom and wealth already present in its people, traditions and environment.  (www.berkana.org)  She has written four books: Leadership and the New Science (in twenty languages and third edition), Turning to One Another: Simple Conversations to Restore Hope to the Future, A Simpler Way  and, most recently, Finding Our Way: Leadership for an Uncertain Time.  Her numerous articles appear in both professional and popular journals and may be downloaded free from her website. www.margaretwheatley.com  Wheatley received her doctorate in Organizational Behavior and Change from Harvard University, and a Masters in Media Ecology from New York University.  She has been a global citizen since her youth, serving in the Peace Corps in Korea in the 1960s. She was a practicing consultant for 30 years to a very wide variety of organizations on all continents.

EDWARD O. WILSON, PhD, Pelligrino University Research Professor and Curator of Entomology, Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University

Professor Edward O. Wilson was born in Birmingham, Alabama, in 1929. He received his B.S. and M.S. in biology from the University of Alabama and, in 1955, his Ph.D. in biology from Harvard, where he taught for four decades, receiving both of its college-wide teaching awards. He is currently University Research Professor Emeritus at Harvard, and Honorary Curator in Entomology of the Museum of Comparative Zoology. He is the recipient of more than 100 international medals and awards, including the National Medal of Science; the International Prize for Biology from Japan; the Catalonia Prize of Spain; the Presidential Medal of Italy; the Crafoord Prize from the Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, given in fields of science not covered by the Nobel Prize; and for his conservation efforts, the Gold Medal of the Worldwide Fund for Nature and the Audubon Medal of the National Audubon Society. He is the author of 25 books two of which won Pulitzer Prizes, Human Nature (1978) and The Ants (1990, with Bert Hölldobler). Six of Wilson’s books compose two trilogies. The first, The Insect Societies, Sociobiology, and On Human Nature (1971–78) founded sociobiology and evolutionary psychology. The second, The Diversity of Life, The Future of Life, and The Creation (1992–2006) organized the base of modern biodiversity conservation. Wilson has served on the Boards of Directors of The Nature Conservancy, Conservation International, and the American Museum of Natural History, and gives many lectures throughout the world. His most recent books include Consilience (1998), which argues for the uniting of the natural sciences with the humanities. Wilson lives in Lexington, Massachusetts, with his wife, Irene.
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